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. CRIME TECH

STICKITTO EM

L.A. police turn to an adhesive GPS dart to lasse the getaway car

LOS AMGELES, car capital of the coun
fry, s notarious for s epic palice
chaszes. Do)yl pursuits may make for
exciling TV, but the fatality statistics are
sobarng: Pobce chases kill, on average,
one Cablormdan pvery week. Mo The
Wirginia-based compary SlarChase has
proposed a saler way to catch fast-
maving crocks—shaot GPS homing
davices like darts and stick them te the
hack of fleeing whicles, Instead of a
framtic pursest, an afficer eases aH the
chasa and lets police headquarters frack
the sispecl by computer. Pelice can
then move in for a calrmer arrest.

The StarChase systern, which the Los
Angeles Police Dapartrment will test this
fall, corssts of a laser-quided laurcher
and a miniatunzed G tag complete with
aradio transmitier and & blab of gummy
adhesive. Orer stuck 1o s fanged, the tag
besgiines fransmithng coardingtes in 3 server
thraugh an encrypted calldar retwork.
Computers superimpase the GFS data
aver 3 map that alows dispatchars 1o
track the vehicles svery mava,

The LAPD trials will last free months,
IFall goes wel, the department could
purchase A many az 20 units by this
lire et year —MATTHEW PHEMIX

HOW THE GPS I:IAET WO RKES

1. Fiashing lighta: & roe-
tina traflic stap begins.

2. The suspect pulls over,
3, The efficer aims thn
StarChase lnsncher as be
ralays vehicle infarmatlon
10 dispaichers, Az the ofli-

cef steps out of his crulser,

the suspect starts o flea,
4. The officer remotely
Iriggers the StarChass
launcher, which dethvers an
eleclronic tracking tag le
Ul rear of tha flesing car,
A, Once affived o the sus-
pect’s vehicle, tha tag

lwthe StarChass server
mwvery few seconds,

B. A dispatcher tracks the
vehicle's locatan and
movement In raal time,
relaying tha suspect’s

“pings” precisa GRS data
movamant fo oflicers. ||




